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Simplicity, not ostentation, must be the au-
prf me virtue in such a community. In England
men of wealth and position feel it incumbent
upon them to emphasize their position by a cer-
tain splendor of living. In America, to empha-
size such things is to controvert and deny the
value of the main lines of growth of American
civilization. The Englishman hands down from
father to son a position and a setting which each
feels it incumbent upon him not as a fashion but
as a duty to maintain. It may be said to their
credit that in the main this has been an aristoc-
racy born to duties first, to privileges afterwards,
and it is because, with of course the black sheep
exceptions, they have lived up to this standard
that they still hold the place and power they do.

But the American who surrounds himself with
a superfluity of uniformed menials with bulging
calves and powdered heads is simply framing a
picture of life entirely inappropriate to the his-
tory, precedents, and raison d*Ure of his country.

The recent discussions about more money for
our ambassadors seem to omit the pith of the
probl&ga, which is, that our ambassadors are not
in Europe to play up to a king or to an aristoc-
racy, but to represent the American people.
When our ambassadors need a score of flunkies
to make a setting for their diplomatic mission,